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activate communities and keep them coming back.
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Editor’'s Note

Jefferey Spivey | jefferey@northstarpubs.com | (866) 444-4216 x221

Making Noise

This past June, while vacationing in
the Northeast, my family and I spent an
afternoon at Mass MoCA, an incredible
(and gigantic) contemporary art museum
in North Adams, Mass. There were many
memorable exhibits: one where visitors
could have their fortunes told using cof-
fee grounds, another where oversized In-
digenous garments hung from the ceiling
as a soundtrack
of booming house
music played.

The one I
remember most
vividly was “No
Experience
Required,” by
the artist Gunnar
Schonbeck. The
room was filled with countless instru-
ments, all roughly constructed and made
of atypical materials. They were small
and huge, pretty and grotesque, but all
made music—and anyone who wanted
could use them.

So often in museum spaces, the
viewer is there as a witness only. Snap a
photo with your phone, hold the image
in your mind’s eye, buy a souvenir at the
gift shop. Just don’t touch. Not in this
case. Throughout this room, children and
their parents banged every instrument
they could find with mallets provided at
the entrance. The goal was to produce
sounds, no matter how loud or disorder-
ly, without needing an ounce of training.
My kids especially had a ball, attempting
ad hoc compositions and letting loose all
their pent-up, art-museum energy.

Something else happened, though.
The most genius part of this exhibit
wasn’t the invitation to bang on the
instruments. It was its pure existence,

(e y 2 2

tactile and imperfect, in a world that’s
increasingly frictionless.

When I think about the value of
this month’s issue, our annual Idea Book
(and to a greater extent, all magazines, all
physical cultural products), that’s the re-
deeming quality—the texture of a printed
page under your fingertips, the order
of information as curated by a trusted
third-party, the
potential to spark
ideas haphaz-
ardly yet organ-
ically. Consider
this abundance
of products,
services, and top-
notch vendors
our version of
that music room at Mass MoCA.

Flip through for as long as you want,
zero in on what you like, make decisions
about what happens next. There’s no
predetermined path and no expectation.
The Idea Book is your tool for discovery,
a place to bang around and make some
noise, a place where you can do a lot
more than just look.

When you’re ready to take those
next steps, whether it’s placing an order,
making a connection, or building out
a step-by-step plan, Ask PRB+ is the
assistant who can do it all. Trained on all
of our journalism (including thorough
resources like this very Idea Book) and
cut off from the rest of the web, our Al
agent is the only one custom-built for
your industry, designed to take your ideas
to the next level. Visit prbplus.com to
start prompting.
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Editor
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IRRIGRTION

n n D By Mary Helen Sprecher

DRAEINAGE

Why these complex subjects are

anything but cut-and-dried
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rrigation (and subsequently, drainage) are

some of the most important topics in sports

facilities, but they often receive the least
attention.

Maybe it’s because they’re not as exciting as
anew set of lights or upgraded Wi-Fi. Maybe it’s
because most people don’t understand them very
well, and as a result, avoid paying attention to
them.

The problem, however, is that avoiding this
particular topic will set up sports facilities to fail.
After all, it doesn’t matter how great the Wi-Fi is if
the field is a muddy mess. And if tennis, pickleball,
or basketball courts have puddles of water that
gather dirt and become slippery, all the lighting in
the world won’t help.

The following is a primer on irrigation and
drainage and how one can harness them to put
sports facilities on the path to success.
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FOR COURTS

First, the basics. Most courts in park and rec
installations have hard surfaces (made of concrete
or asphalt and covered with sport-specific acrylic
surfacing).

Proper drainage for these courts starts with the
correct slope, which, according to the publications
Tennis Courts: Construction & Maintenance Manual and
Pickleball Courts: Construction & Maintenance Manual,
should be one inch in 10 feet with a permissible
maximum of one percent. (More than this is bothersome
to players.)

Courts should slope in one true plane, either from
side to side (net post to net post), end to end (baseline
to baseline), or diagonally (corner to corner). In a bank
of courts, courts should slope end to end in order to
avoid water running across multiple courts.

Slope allows courts to shed water effectively during
arain event (or following cleaning, such as power
washing) and to dry more quickly.

Puddles on the court can be a safety problem as well as an aesthetic issue.
Low areas, or “birdbaths,” are defined as any areas where standing water more
than 1/16” (1.58mm) deep (commonly measured using a nickel) remains after
drainage of the area has ceased or after one hour at 70 degrees Fahrenheit or
above in sunlight.
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If one notices such puddles on the court, a court contractor can be called in
to provide ideas. Do not attempt to patch or fill the areas as part of a DIY project;
wait for a professional recommendation.

According to John Schedler of Baraka Sport, staying on top of drainage
problems starts with regular inspections of all facilities. Do not wait until an
athlete slips and falls to investigate.

“Regular inspections with knowledgeable, experienced, or professional staff,
consultants, vendors, and others are key,” Schedler says. “I’ve seen many surfaces
that were left without any repair, advice, or attention for way too long. This
typically ages the facility more quickly, making early replacement more likely.”

Early intervention often results in a less expensive fix, Schedler adds.

FOR FIELDS

hether fields are diamonds (for baseball and softball) or rectangular (such
as those used for soccer, lacrosse, football, and other sports), good drainage
is absolutely imperative.
If diamonds are natural grass, be sure to rake regularly to avoid a buildup
of loose material and grass clippings where the infield meets the outfield. That
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buildup can create a dam that keeps water
from draining effectively. (Additionally, it can
cause a ball to take a hop that may injure a
player.)

Many natural fields have drainage around
the perimeter; builders note the importance
of keeping drains clear of material like grass
clippings, mud, leaves, and other debris that
can cause clogs and inhibit drainage.

Todd Smith of R&R Engineers &
Surveyors, Inc. says that all too often,
attention is paid to grass fields in a reactive
rather than a proactive manner. Mowing is
only one aspect of field care.

“The main mistake I see is not doing a
little maintenance each day or each time the
field is used,” he says.

It is also essential to understand the

lifecycle of grass and how it responds to stress, Smith adds.

“Overwatering is the most common problem. Just
because a grass blade turns a bit tan or brown, that doesn’t
mean it needs more water. It may need rest as every living
organism does. It may need more phosphorus (P) and
potassium (K) fertilizer to help store energy reserves, or it
may be out of its natural range.”

The latter problem is common. Some grass species,

by nature, want to go dormant at a specific temperature;
however, if a field owner continues to fertilize the grass, it
will maintain its vibrant, green color, but will lack a strong
root system.

Consult with a local agronomist who can provide care
recommendations on water and fertilization for grassin a
specific installation.

Synthetic fields have integrated drainage systems; these
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should be checked regularly by turning on the irrigation and flooding the field,
then watching to see if any areas remain wet.

It’s also important to look for other telltale symptoms of problems, says
Schedler.

“Look for obvious issues like visible seams, but also for planarity issues,
which will present as wavy-looking playing lines. You can also inspect for
contamination—dust, sand, dirt, and organics, usually from the surrounding
landscape—as well as damage in high-wear areas and loose fibers. Look out for
encroachment of weeds and grasses, as well as problems like discoloration and
uneven areas of infill level.”

IRRIGRTIOMN

erhaps one of the first (and most easily addressed) issues with irrigation is
keeping it directed only where it should be.

If, for example, fields have an in-ground irrigation system, it is essential
to make sure water falls only on the field and not onto bleachers, dugouts, and
other adjacent structures. Additionally, waterwise systems are now available; if
precipitation is sensed, the system stops watering the field.

By contrast, if courts are surrounded by landscaping with an irrigation
system, water should be hitting only the landscaping. Be careful of any system
that might not only get the courts wet but might wash dirt, mulch, or other
debris onto the surface.

Problems with a sprinkler system
are among the most easily remedied;
however, if the issue goes beyond the
capability of the park maintenance
crew, contact a sports-specific
contractor or a sprinkler vendor.

The publication Sports Fields:
Construction and Maintenance Manual
can provide in-depth information on
field care. Information is available
from the American Sports Builders
Association, www.sportsbuilders.org.
PRB+

Mary Helen Sprecher is the technical
writer for the American Sports Builders
Association (ASBA) and also the editor
of two of ASBA’s publications, Sports
Fields: Construction and Maintenance
Manual and Courts & Recreational
Surfaces: Construction and
Maintenance Manual.
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BY LINDA LANGELO

n small, rural communities, tree management is vital for maintaining a

healthy tree canopy where shade, beautification, and wind protection are
crucial for quality of life. During the hot summer or when cold winter winds
lash the surface of anything vertical in eastern Colorado, just two or three
trees can make the difference between finding a moment of peace in a country

cemetery to remember a friend or loved one, or looking at his or her gravestone

from a distance while standing beside a truck.
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It can be tough to justify spending public funds on
tree planting in these communities with 3,000 to 10,000
residents when other urgent priorities strain local budgets.
Most of these communities also lack an ISA-certified
arborist. They depend on funding to start or maintain
programs that local resources might not cover.

In 2024, a grant became available through the Colorado
State Forest Service for communities disproportionately
impacted by a successful national grant awarded to the
US Forest Service. Carrie Tomlinson, the Urban and
Community Forest Manager, shared this opportunity with
the CSU Extension in rural Northeast Colorado in May
2024, during a meeting with local community leaders. As a
result of that meeting, a series of grants was developed.

“ Putting Funds To Work
Funding was provided on a reimbursement basis to
selected communities. This sometimes required mayors or
town managers to allocate funds in their budgets to start
the projects and be reimbursed through the grants. Towns
could use budgeted funds to trim trees that conflicted with
overhead electrical lines in alleys, along streets, or in parks.
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Towns with an established tree board, such as Wray, Colo.,
used funding from the parks and recreation department.
After removing dead, compromised, or diseased trees,
each town had to develop a replanting strategy. The grant
included the following criteria: forming a tree board,
engaging community volunteers, offering a stipend for

a tree steward, and inventorying trees. The CSU Forest
Service and Extension helped educate citizens and
volunteers on tree planting and long-term care.

In Northeast Colorado, three counties—Sedgwick,
Phillips, and Yuma—were jointly awarded $429,999 based
on an initial assessment of trees in their towns. The first
challenge was raising awareness among town leaders and
building trust in the reimbursement grant process. There
was concern the counties would spend the money and
never be reimbursed. The initial issue was some towns
preferred not to have clerks track funding, collect invoices,
and make payments; instead, they used a nonprofit as a
pass-through. This required engaging the Sedgwick County
Economic Development nonprofit as a collaborator of the
co-principal investigators on the grant. The second issue
involved over 200 dead and diseased trees, of which 119
were removed, and 125 were scheduled to be replanted
in April 2026. The third challenge was finding enough
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qualified tree trimmers or certified arborists locally to with these trimmers, CSU Extension staff discovered that
manage the workload while keeping costs reasonable. many still used improper pruning techniques, including
The grant only required liability insurance and workers’ lion-tailing and topping cuts. As a result, these arborists
compensation, not certification. In Holyoke, in Phillips received formal training to ensure proper techniques are
County, and Wray, in Yuma County, tree trimmers operated ~ used now and in the future. Randy Thompson, one of the
without certification but filled the roles. During interactions  arborists, was certified as an ISA arborist as a result.
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Lion-tailing creates liability due to the following
reasons:

1) Increases wind load at branch ends
2) Weakens branch attachments
3) Raises the likelihood of limb or whole-tree failure.

The beginning of the tree-removal process raised
awareness about how important funding was in helping
small towns that don’t generate enough tax revenue to pay
for the work. Sedgwick County Manager Chris Beckman
(assistant clerk during the grant period) says, “We realize
now how much more we could have asked for in funding
initially and been awarded. Though a lot of trees were
removed, there is still more we could have accomplished.”
The town board initially opposed the plan because it
worried that reimbursement might not be received.

This grant created an opportunity for certified arborists
in small towns who own their own businesses. The towns
are now able to find qualified certified arborists. Thompson
Tree Service says, “I was grateful to have this opportunity to
become certified.”

CSU State Arborist Carrie Tomlinson says, “By ISA-
certifying arborists, we are protecting the future of tree
canopy in Eastern Colorado. All it takes is one bad pruning
job from someone with a chainsaw to permanently damage
it, causing it to become hazardous in the near future.”
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This grant involved community engagement with
residents who volunteered to conduct an inventory and
attend training workshops on tree care and planting. Town
councils that did not have a tree ordinance now have one.
Those without a tree board are considering forming one.
Youth participated in planting trees on Arbor Day. Towns
are considering becoming Tree City USA.

Private residents’ feedback prompted contacting CSU
Horticulture Specialist Linda Langelo to assess their private
trees. Residents expressed interest in taking part in the
tree-removal process.

Ultimately, residents from all communities became
volunteers who attended training sessions and practiced
inventorying trees with CSU arborist interns. During this
process, the volunteers gained hands-on experience in tree
identification. In fact, everyone involved with the grant
learned more about maintaining a healthy tree canopy in
their towns. They discovered how to strengthen their town
ordinances to prevent future liability issues. They also
understood the purpose of the Tree City USA designation,
which helps protect the town’s canopy over the long term
by ensuring the right structures are in place.

Angie Wade, Director of Community Service of Wray,
Colo., who coordinated funding and events, believes the
IRA Grant and the collaboration improved her community
in four ways:
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1) Removed all trees that were
diseased or dead and had potential
liability in public places

2) Created an opportunity for
a local tree trimmer to become a
certified arborist

3) Achieved a heightened
awareness among city staff,
residents, and volunteers about the
impact trees have, signs to notice
different tree issues, and how to
respond

4) More openness to
continuing future tree planting.

A total of 139 trees were removed across the three-
county area, with replanting efforts beginning in spring
2026. These towns now have community forestry programs
in place to prepare for the effects of climate change and
replace the canopy trees that have existed since the Dust
Bowl. PRB+

Linda Langelo is a Colorado State University Extension
Horticulture Specialist, a member of Garden Communicators
International, and a regular contributor to MarthaStewart.
com’s gardening articles. She also produces The Relentless
Gardener Podcast and the Relentless Gardener Column,
which won a Laurel Award from Garden Communicators
International. She is a guest blogger for AARP Colorado and
AARP Maryland.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH-BLOOMINGTON

EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

April 4-7, 2027

PRB+ Subscribers Save $30.

Register Today.
For More Information: www.iuedp.org
or 812-856-1068

This program is for individuals who are in the
parks and recreation profession at any level.
Previous IUEDP classes have included
practitioners from:

e Municipal agencies and/or State Parks
* Non-profit organizations

e Elected city officials

* Individuals in management, leadership or
board positions will benefit from |U EDP
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Blends surrounds into hardscapes and landscapes
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Addressing Drainage Issues
In High-Traffic Turf Areas

How parks and recreation professionals
can spot early warning signs, improve playability,
and prevent costly repairs

igh-traffic turf areas on sports

fields, golf courses, or large public
greenspaces are often the first to
show signs of stress. Constant foot
traffic, maintenance equipment, and
repeated play put constant pressure
on these surfaces, which can lead to
poor drainage. When that happens, the
impact goes well beyond appearances.
It affects safety, playability, and long-
term maintenance costs, often forcing
difficult decisions around field closures
or costly repairs. The key to avoiding
these issues is identifying them long
before it gets to that point.

Unfortunately, what makes
drainage issues particularly challenging
is they rarely begin as obvious
failures. Instead, they build gradually
beneath the surface. By the time
standing water or turf loss becomes
visible, the underlying problem has
often been building for months or
longer. For parks and recreation
professionals managing high-use
spaces, understanding the early
warning signs—and knowing how to
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act on them—can make the difference
between routine maintenance and full-
scale reconstruction.

Why Drainage Breaks
Down In High-Use Areas

High-use areas compact faster
than the rest of the field. Repeated
traffic reduces pore space in the soil,
making it more difficult for water
and air to effectively move through
it. When that happens, moisture
lingers near the surface after rainfall
or irrigation, creating conditions that
stress turf and weaken root systems.

Soil type and composition also
play a critical role in how quickly these
issues emerge. Fine-textured soils,
such as clay, tend to hold moisture
longer. Sand-based areas may resist
compaction initially but can still
develop layering or stability issues
over time. Organic matter and thatch
can also accumulate and restrict water
movement, further compounding the
problem.

Weather, the environment, and

field conditions can add another layer
to the breakdown. Seasonal rainfall
patterns, irrigation, and freeze-thaw
cycles all influence how water moves,
or doesn’t move, through the soil.
Even subtle grade inconsistencies can
create low areas for water to collect,
particularly in heavily used zones
where the surface may be deformed.

Early Warning Signs To
Watch For

One of the biggest challenges in
managing drainage is the tendency to
react only after visible failure occurs.
By that point, the cost—both financial
and operational—is significantly
higher.

Reactive approaches often lead
to emergency repairs, unexpected
field closures, and increased labor
demands. Proactive monitoring
allows for smaller, more manageable
interventions that extend turf life
and maintain consistent playing
conditions. Common things to watch
for include the following:
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® Soft or spongy footing in high-
traffic areas

® Water lingering on the surface
after light rainfall or irrigation

® Thinning turf or inconsistent
growth in wear zones

@ Shallow or discolored roots,
indicating limited oxygen availability

e Persistent wet areas that may
develop algae or surface discoloration.

These are all signs that water is no
longer moving efficiently through the

soil, and intervention may be needed. I M P L E M E N Ts

Diagnosing The Problem TO FIT YOUR LIFESTYLE

The first step to determining
what’s happening beneath the surface
is a quick field check. Simple tests like
checking how firm the surface feels, own property at night, Land Pride
how long moisture stays around, or how offers a complete line of labor-saving
deep roots are growing can give field
crews an idea of what’s going on.

From there, the goal is to connect
what was observed to the underlying
issue. Compaction is usually the culprit
when the surface feels hard and dense,
and roots stay shallow. Water may sit
briefly before slowly soaking in, but
the soil lacks the pore space needed for F- % MOWERS / CUTTERS / TILLERS / SEEDERS
consistent movement. { w} COMPACT DRILLS / DIRTWORKING TOOLS

Drainage issues tend to show up as Eand iPrEde MATEREE HETBEICASROWIO0ES

water lingering on the surface or in low landpride.com f (] (’)

Whether you till and seed the city

parks during the day, or mow your

tractor-mounted grounds maintenance
implements to tackle your chores and to

fit your lifestyle.
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spots well after rain. These areas often
feel soft or unstable, especially under
repeated use.

Organic buildup or layering can
act like a barrier in the soil. If you
notice a heavy thatch layer or distinct
changes between soil layers, water may
be getting trapped above that zone
instead of moving through it. Over
time, that can lead to soft spots or
recurring problem areas.

Proactive Maintenance
That Restores Drainage

In many cases, drainage
performance can be improved through
targeted cultural practices that restore
the soil’s ability to absorb and move
water.

Aeration is one of the most
effective tools to relieve compaction.
Depending on the turf type and
seasonal growth, field crews can use
solid tines, hollow tines, or needle
tines to reopen pore space and
improve infiltration. Topdressing—
applying a thin layer of sand or soil
over the surface—can help prevent or
correct soil layering. Organic matter
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can be managed through practices
like verticutting, which removes
excess thatch and helps keep water
from being blocked at the surface. If
there are only minor irregularities
that impact surface drainage, rolling
or light smoothing may solve the
problem. These practices work best
when turf is actively growing and can
recover quickly.

Additional tools can also support
long-term drainage performance as
part of a broader maintenance plan.
Soil testing can help crews better
understand moisture movement,
compaction levels, and nutrient needs
in high-traffic areas. Soil surfactants
may improve water distribution in
zones with uneven infiltration, while
balanced nutrient programs can help
turf withstand stress during periods
of heavy use. In areas where turf loss
occurs repeatedly, traffic-tolerant
seed blends may help establish a more
resilient playing surface.

It’s also important to make the
proper adjustments to irrigation
systems. Overwatering already
stressed areas can make drainage

issues worse. During seasonal changes,
it’s important to consider recalibrating
watering schedules.

When implemented consistently,
these strategies can significantly
improve surface performance without
the need for major reconstruction.

When Surface Fixes
Aren’t Enough

While cultural practices can
address many drainage challenges,
they may not be sufficient in areas
where water continues to accumulate
despite regular maintenance.

In these situations, structural
solutions may be necessary, depending
on the situation. Slit drainage
systems—narrow channels cut into
the surface to move water down
and away—can provide rapid water
removal. French drains or interceptor
drains, which use gravel and piping to
redirect water, can help move excess
moisture away from problem areas.
Catch basins and channel drains can
also be effective in zones that remain
consistently saturated.

In some situations, underlying
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construction factors may also need
to be addressed. A stable, well-
graded base is essential for long-term
drainage performance. If the sub-base
does not move water efficiently, the
entire system becomes vulnerable
to issues like settling, soft spots, or
surface deformation.

Planning these types of

improvements during off-peak or
shoulder seasons can help minimize
disruption to high-use areas.

Building A More
Resilient Surface
High-traffic turf areas will always
be subject to stress, but drainage
failure does not have to be inevitable.

With a clear understanding of how and
why these issues develop, parks and
recreation professionals can take a
more proactive approach.

Healthy, playable turf depends not
only on what is visible above ground,
but on the structure and performance
of the soil beneath it. By combining
early detection, targeted maintenance,
and, when necessary, structural
improvements, managers can create
more resilient surfaces that stand up
to heavy use season after season. PRB+

Troy Smith, CSFM, is the Sports
Fields Segment Manager at SiteOne
Landscape Supply. He can be reached
at TSmiths@SiteOne.com.
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BUSINESS

Where Youn
People Grow

Why great camps still change lives and what
smart camp leaders are doing differently

-
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recently spent several days with camp leaders from across the Carolinas and Virginias, and somewhere
between conversations about staffing shortages, insurance increases, counselor burnout, and whether
middle school boys are physically capable of walking past a lake without throwing something into it,

I kept coming back to the same thought: Camp professionals are carrying far more than most outsiders
realize. Camp leaders reading this already know that. You know this work is no longer only about
activities and schedules. Camp today sits directly at the intersection of youth mental health, emotional
resilience, leadership development, social growth, risk management, and human connection.
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That is a heavy assignment.

I say that personally because camp shaped my life, too.
I served as a summer-camp counselor. My wife served as a
counselor. All three of our children have worked on camp
staffs as well. Around our house, camp stories are family
history.

Some families pass down recipes.
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We pass down stories about thunderstorm evacuations,
talent show disasters, homesick campers, and the mystery
of how every cabin somehow produces twelve missing water
bottles and one completely unexplained wet towel hanging
from the ceiling.

Camp gets into your bloodstream.

But after years of working professionally in youth-
leadership development, I have become convinced of
something important: Great camps are not successful
because they entertain kids well. Great camps succeed
because they intentionally create environments where
young people grow.

Camps Are Competing Against A
Completely Different World

Twenty years ago, camps competed against television
and video games.

Now camps compete against algorithms engineered
to hold teenagers’ attention every waking minute. Many
campers arrive emotionally overstimulated, socially
exhausted, and deeply uncomfortable with silence. They are
used to constant entertainment, curated digital identities,
and communication that happens almost entirely through
screens.

One veteran camp director told me recently, “We used
to spend most of our energy getting campers to open up.
Now we spend half our time helping them slow down.”

That observation perfectly captures what many camps
are experiencing.

Young people are drowning in noise, and camp
interrupts the noise. Within a few days, campers begin to
change. They laugh more naturally. They look people in the
eye again. They start participating
instead of spectating.

By midweek, they are passionately
arguing over the four-square rules as
if international trade negotiations are
hanging in the balance.

Honestly, it is beautiful to watch.

The Best Camps
Understand That

Environment Is The
Curriculum

One mistake many organizations
make is believing youth-development
happens primarily through
programming.

Camp professionals know better.
The environment itself teaches.

The emotional tone in the cabin
teaches. The way counselors handle
conflict teaches. The way adults
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respond to mistakes teaches. The way staff members talk to
each other teaches.

That is why experienced camp leaders obsess over
culture. Two camps can run identical activities with
completely different developmental outcomes depending on
the environment surrounding those activities.

A climbing wall alone does not build confidence. A
climbing wall paired with emotional safety, encouragement,
trusted counselors, and healthy challenge absolutely can.

The activity is not the magic. The environment
surrounding the activity is.

Counselor Gulture Is The Real Program

Many younger leaders eventually learn this lesson
the hard way: Your staff culture becomes your camper
experience.

Not your mission statement.

Not your social media feed.

Not your beautifully edited promotional video with
drone footage and acoustic guitar music.

Your counselor culture drives everything.

If staff members are emotionally exhausted,
disconnected, unsupported, or relationally divided, campers

will feel it immediately. Teenagers are emotional smoke
detectors. They detect tension faster than adults realize.

Several camp directors I spoke with admitted that
staff burnout has become one of the greatest threats facing
camps. One experienced leader completely redesigned
a program’s summer structure after realizing constant
exhaustion was damaging team culture.

The director added decompression periods, rotating
responsibilities, stronger mentoring systems, and more
intentional leadership coaching throughout the summer.

The results were significant: Camper behavior
improved. Staff conflict decreased. Retention increased.
Leadership depth improved.

Because regulated adults create healthier environments
for dysregulated teenagers. That lesson matters far beyond
camp.

What The Camps Getting It Right
Are Actually Doing

The strongest camps I studied are not simply
complaining about changes in today’s campers. They are
adapting intentionally. Here is what that looks like in
practice:

HEAVY DUTY
BUNK BEDS:
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Build margin into the schedule and protect it.

Several directors admitted they had overprogrammed
their days for years because they felt pressure to constantly
entertain campers. Now they are intentionally protecting
margin for cabin conversations, slower transitions, shared
cleanup, and unstructured interaction. One director laughed
and told me, “You cannot schedule vulnerability for 3:45
right after archery.” He is absolutely right. Look at your
current schedule and find two places where you can slow
down. Start there.

Redesign staff training around relationships,

not only logistics. Instead of focusing almost
entirely on logistics and discipline, many camps are now
spending significant portions of staff training teaching
emotional intelligence, conflict coaching, active listening,
and group dynamics. One director shared that leaders now
role-play camper conflict scenarios during training week
because many younger staff members have never personally
learned healthy conflict resolution. That one adjustment
dramatically reduced cabin tension by midsummer. The cost
is minimal. It only requires rethinking how you use the time
you already have.

Reduce overstimulation intentionally. Several

experienced directors realized that constant hype was
actually increasing emotional fatigue and anxiety for many
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campers. Not every moment needs amplified
music. Not every activity needs a microphone.
Not every transition needs to feel like a pep
rally. Some camps are intentionally creating
quieter free-time spaces, lower-pressure
activity options, and calmer transitions
throughout the day. Surprisingly, several
leaders told me that camper engagement
actually improved once the environment
became less chaotic.

Invest heavily in returning staff. Almost every

healthy camp culture has one thing in common:
experienced counselors who stabilize the environment
emotionally. One director told me, “Returning staff
members create emotional consistency for campers before
the first activity even starts.” Because of that, some camps
are shifting resources away from flashy recruiting efforts
and investing more heavily in staff retention, mentoring
systems, leadership pathways, and counselor support. The
payoff has been significant, resulting in lower staff conflict,
healthier cabin culture, fewer behavior issues, and stronger
leadership continuity.

Train counselors to notice who is on the edges.

Experienced camp staff members understand that
disconnected campers rarely announce themselves loudly.
The camper who hangs quietly at the edge of the table. The
teenager who hangs slightly behind the group. The child
who participates physically but not socially. The best camps
train staff to notice these patterns quickly and intentionally
pull campers into connection instead of awkwardly
spotlighting them. One director told me, “Most isolated
campers do not need attention. They need a bridge.” That
may be one of the smartest youth-development statements
I have heard all year, and it is one any camp can begin acting
on immediately.



Why Camp Still Matters

Despite all the cultural changes
surrounding us, healthy camps still create
something young people increasingly
struggle to find anywhere else: human
connection, meaningful challenge,
encouragement, responsibility, belonging,
and room to grow.

The world has changed dramatically.

Human development really has not.

Give young people healthy
relationships, strong mentors, meaningful
experiences, and opportunities to
discover courage, and they will often rise
far beyond what adults expect.

That is why camp still works.

And after spending years around camp professionals,
I believe the people doing this work are far more influential

than they sometimes realize. PRB+

James McLamb is a national youth-empowerment strategist,
speaker, and founder of Generation Youth. You can contact him
at james@generationziglar.com.
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By Christopher Thurber

Forget
About It
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y mother-in-law
Tashta grew up in
former Yugoslavia—
now the countries
of Slovenia, Croatia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
Montenegro, North Macedonial,
and Kosovol”’—under a communist
government. I can only imagine what
it was like...but those images are vivid,
thanks to the detailed narratives
Tashta has repeatedly shared. This is
a story about how her emotional high
tides, which crested at least a couple of
times each day, changed to a peaceful
and permanent low tide.5

People respond to trauma
in different ways, but for Tashta,
frequently recounting what she
endured was her default coping
strategy. To friends, family, and perfect
strangers, she would tell the story of
how her grandfather was murdered by
the Ustase, a group that evolved from
a separatist movement opposed to the
royal monarchy to an ultranationalist
organization that committed genocide
in the name of creating an ethnically
homogenous state.

Here, I should pause to clarify
that my intention in this article is not
to cast aspersions but simply to share
my experience living with a witness
to this time and place. The atrocities
committed by the Ustase are difficult
to verify with precision and remain an
emotionally sensitive topic. Equally
difficult to verify with precision and
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equally emotionally sensitive are the atrocities committed
by Serbian groups during the Yugoslav Wars in the 1990s.

Recent scholarly estimates, based partly on archives
from Ustase concentration camps, suggest the organization
murdered more than 300,000 ethnic Serbs and nearly
100,000 Jews, Roma people, and political dissidents.*! This
tragic and bloody chapter in World War II history
is seldom mentioned in high school history books,
though the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum and Yad Vashem do include the Ustase
regime in Holocaust history. They recognize it as a
devastating example of fascism, Nazi collaboration,
and state-sponsored genocide.’

To Tashta, growing up in Belgrade, the capital of
former Yugoslavia, meant witnessing the murder of
family and friends, living at times in poverty, having
property seized by the government, and enduring
decades of corrupt leadership. These experiences
were scarring for a little girl, as they would be
for most people, at any age. Interestingly, Tashta
mentally coupled those frightening decades of her
youth to another historical period—one that ended
long before she was born: the Ottoman Empire’s
rule over Serbian lands. What she refers to as “500
years of Turkish domination” lasted from about
1400 to 1900.[9! The point Tashta drives home,
whether at the grocery store, Thanksgiving dinner,
a backyard barbecue, or a post-recital reception, is
that Serbs have suffered, that she has suffered, that
she is still suffering. Objective historical analysis
notwithstanding, it is this perception that interests
me and has relevance for your leadership in a youth-
serving organization.

¢ ¢4 ATransformation ¢4 ¢

am a clinical psychologist, which means I try

to help people who are suffering. I try to help

people understand and overcome all kinds of
emotional distress, from homesickness to major
depressive episodes and even wartime trauma.
Naturally, I tried to help Tashta. I don’t mean
she became my therapy client, but ever since her
daughter and I were married, I’ve been pointing out
the many positive things in her life and in the world around
us. A beautiful home in New Hampshire. Enough money for
food, clothes, and summer camp. Wonderful grandchildren.
Democracy (such as it is). The list goes on.

Although she expressed gratitude from time to time,
Tashta expressed her resentment daily, sometimes multiple
times a day. Whatever went wrong, it was either the fault
of the Ottoman Empire, the Ustase, or the communists.
Once, while driving with Simo and her mom to visit an

Eastern Orthodox monastery in Serbia, I hit a huge pothole.

Tashta’s reaction: “What do you want, Kristivoje? That’s
500 years of Turkish domination!” Another time, back in
New Hampshire, our toaster broke. “Where this toaster was
made?” Tashta asked. I looked. China. “What do you want?
That’s communism!” No amount of thoughtful reasoning,
no amount of calm, open-ended questions, and no amount

of positive psychology was ever successful at curbing her
resentment or redirecting her preoccupation with past
wrongs.

So obsessed was she with lecturing everyone about the
Serbs’ suffering at the hands of despots that my boys and
I started timing the number of minutes from the start of a
holiday meal—beginning immediately after the blessing—
to the start of one of Tashta’s bitter lectures. Once we got
all the way to 23 minutes. And if an innocent guest dared
point out that the Ottoman Empire ended decades before
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paved roads were common in rural Serbia, or that some
parts of former Yugoslavia have mostly recovered from
various forms of rule and conflict,® Tashta’s terse reply was
always, “Eh. Doesn’t matter.” What did matter, at least to
me, was how her biased memory shaped her daily mood and
interpersonal interactions.

Then, suddenly, two things transformed her chronic
resentment. First, her gallbladder became inflamed, burst,
and nearly killed her. The surgeon who saved her life with
an emergency laparoscopic cholecystectomy was Turkish.
“Turks are not all bad,” she declared from her hospital bed.
I nearly fainted.

Second, she started forgetting everything. Small
arguments. Big arguments. Movies she had watched earlier
in the day. (I once cued up the synchronized swimming
classic, Bathing Beauty, three times in one day.) The name
of the town where we lived. Whether she had eaten lunch.
Everything. Yet, unlike some people with dementia, who
become paranoid, fearful, aggressive, or emotionally
volatile, Tashta became affectionate and cheerful. And
then the obvious dawned on me: resentment requires
remembering. Her brain had mostly lost that ability, so
her mood and mindset had radically transformed. Indeed,
without a minute of mindfulness meditation, all she has
been able to do for the past couple of years is focus on the
present moment. Unencumbered by the muddy filter of
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resentment that was central to her identity, she has been
able to see, clearly and for the first time, the true beauty and
good fortune that surrounds her.

¢ @ The Key To Happiness ¢ ¢ ¢
hy share this weird, graphic, and personal
& ; i ; narrative? Because it highlights two important

truths, two insights that should not require
emergency surgery or senility to realize. First, one should
judge individual people by how they treat others, not by
their appearance, their ethnicity, their religion, or their
ancestors’ grievous behavior.”! And second, one can savor
the present only by releasing parts of the past from mental
captivity. For most people, this means forgiving. For Tashta,
forgiveness was short-circuited by her memory loss, but the
social-emotional result has also been positive.

In his 1905 book, The Life of Reason, the philosopher
George Santayana wrote, “Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned to repeat it.” I believe he was
correct. For example, only by first understanding how
genocides happen can we prevent them. But Santayana’s
wise admonition is incomplete because those who obsess
about past negative events are condemned to bitterness.

As Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski and syndicated columnist
Ann Landers have both written, resentment is like letting
someone or something you dislike live in your head rent-
free. Resentment can prevent us from experiencing a joyful
present, from moving toward a healthy future, and from
contributing in positive ways to contemporary culture. It
is, like so many things in life, a balancing act. What we keep
front-of-mind matters as much as what we set on the back
burner.

We live in a fantastic world, a world where both very
good and very bad things have happened and continue
to happen. And on an individual level, just as all of us
experience joy, we will also experience sadness, anger, and
other negative emotions. For Tashta, two kinds of biological
decline forced a change in her mindset. For you—healthy as
you are—there is a conscious choice. You can perseverate
on pain, or you can choose to complement the wisdom you
have gleaned from the past with a grateful focus on the
present. That equilibrium, I see more clearly now than ever,
is the key to happiness. pPrB+

Dr. Christopher Thurber is a clinical
psychologist, father, and professional educator
who has presented keynotes and workshops on
five continents. He is the author of two books for
parents—The Summer Camp Handbook

and The Unlikely Art of Parental Pressure—and two video
series for young people: Prep4Camp and Prep4School, both of
which are hosted on ReachBoarding.com. Learn more at
DrChrisThurber.com.



Foot Notes

[1] Formerly just Macedonia
[2] Partially recognized

[3] Readers interested in the complex history of the
region—both before and after Yugoslavia existed—
are encouraged to read John R. Lampe’s Yugoslavia
as History: Twice There Was a Country and Marie-
Janine Calic’s A History of Yugoslavia, as well as to
speak with people who lived through part or all of
the period between about 1929 and the present.

[4] Readers interested in more data-driven details are
encouraged to read Jasenovac by Croatian historian
Ivo Goldstein, published in 2018.

[5] The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
also acknowledges the war crimes and genocidal
acts committed by Serb-dominated forces during
the Yugoslav Wars of the 1990s and formally labels
the July 1995 Srebrenica massacre as a genocide.

[6] One has to say “about” because different parts of
former Yugoslavia were under Ottoman rule for
different periods of time.

[7] Here and elsewhere, I have put Tashta’s sentence
in quotes to distinguish how she describes her
experience of the world from how I would politely
paraphrase her experience.

[8] “Recovered” is a relative term, which one must
contextualize region-by-region, with compassion.
Before 1918, some parts of former Yugoslavia were
Ottoman-dominated; others were part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Prior to that, former Yugoslavia
was comprised of an assortment of medieval
kingdoms. And before that, it was all part of the
Roman Empire.

[9] Of course, whatever individuals can learn about
their ancestors is important. Ancestral history can
contribute to personal pride, sadness, confusion,
insight, and identity, as well as influence how we treat
others. It is that treatment on which I put a premium.

KEYNOTES, COACHING,
and WORKSHOPS for
PEAK PERFORMANCE

Dr. Cris
) THURBER

Teaching What It Takes®

Overnight & Day Camps
Parks & Rec Departments
Boarding & Day Schools
C-Suife Executive Teams

Scan QR to see a list of
Chris's most popular
Workshop Topics
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Burke Playgrounds

Nucleus® Strive™ creates inclusive
opportunities to climb, explore,
and connect, bringing challenge
and discovery to more playspaces.
https://www.bciburke.com

See ad p. 45
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Sprint Aquatics

Sprint Aquatics Kickboards—
a multipurpose swimming tool.
www.sprintaquatics.com
See ad p. 95

SpectraTurf

Gates Canyon in Calabasas, Calif.,
features 15,000 square feet

of SpectraTurf's flagship poured-
in-place SpectraPour system.
https://www.spectraturf.com
See ad p. 95
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For more than 25 years, American Ramp g
Company has partnered with communities

to create recreation destinations that
strengthen neighborhoods and improve
quality of life. We design and build skateparks,
bike parks, pump tracks, trail systems, and
bicycle playgrounds that inspire movement
and serve generations to come. — e
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601 S. McKinley Ave. Joplin, MO 64801 sales@americanrampcompany.com

AMERICAN%\ALING.COM

American Swing Products, Inc.
680 W. Nye Lane, Suite 201
Carson City, NV 89703
(800) 433-2573
play@AmericanSwing.com
www.AmericanSwing.com

The best-possible-quality replacement swings and playground equipment at low
prices. Fast, dependable service. We put safety first. We now sell complete swing
sets for everyone and special ADA swings. Many American-made products.
Check our website for details.

o
N
Aqua-Cycle Water Trikes

Aqua-Cycle Water Trikes are fun, safe, durable, profitable

. and require little maintenance.
AI(I:latlc ?_dverlltlu res Ideal for kids, teens, adults

nternational, Inc. d seni
(800) 970-2688 and seniors.

info26@aquacycles.com

www.AquaCycles.com » Easy to Operate

o Built to Last
» Low Maintenance
« High Rental Profits
o Backed by Warranty
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Zebec, Inc.

Zebec offers the most
complete selection of
waterpark rafts available.
www.zebec.com

See ad p. 103

UltraSite

The Jackson family of
products includes the
table shown here, as well
as a matching receptacle,
planter, and benches.
www.ultra-site.com

See ad p. 99
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6“
aquatix

by landscape structures

Aquatix® by Landscape Structures
1101 McKinley Parkway
Delano, MN 55328
(888) 438-6574
aquatix@playlsi.com
aquatix.playlsi.com

With nearly 40 years of
experience, Aquatix is a
leader in water features

and spray park design,
fabrication, and construction.
In joining forces with
Landscape Structures, our
imaginative designs will
continue to advance the
world of dynamic water
events—achieving new levels
of chilling thrills, challenging
interactive games, and inventive water-based activities. As leaders in visionary
aqua play, Aquatix knows no boundaries when it comes to interactive water-
based encounters, inventive escapades, and thrilling splash pad surprises for
people of all abilities.

BEARS&

bearsplaygrounds.com

Bears Playgrounds
7577 E. Main St.
Lima, NY 14485
(877)807-7529

info@bearsplaygrounds.com
www.bearsplaygrounds.com

e

One-of-a-kind, bold, strong, built-to-last cedar log playgrounds.
We offer natural playground structures for public use as well as
independent events and outdoor classroom hardscapes.
Call us today to create your own custom design.

BELSON

OUTD G'OR S

Belson Outdoors, LLC
627 Amersale Drive
Naperville, IL 60563

(800) 323-5664
sales@belson.com
www.belson.com

Celebrating Our 78th Year Serving the Park and
Recreation Industry! Visit our website Belson.com,

Your Outdoor Superstore, or call for expert assistance
with picnic tables, park benches, bleachers, grandstands,
bike racks, trash receptacles, planters, park grills, fire
rings, wash stations, message centers, drinking fountains,
pool furniture, playground equipment and more.
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SEPCO - Solar Electric Power Company
Enhance parks with eco-friendly, cost-

saving solar lighting; beautiful, durable &
maintenance-free for vibrant public spaces.
https://www.sepco-solarlighting.com

See ad p. 93
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Berliner

Play equipment for life

Berliner
96 Brookfield Oaks Drive
Greenville, SC 29607
(864)627-1092
info@berliner-playequipment.com
https://berliner-playequipment.com/us/

For over 50 years, Berliner has been the leading provider of fun,
inclusive rope play. We focus on innovation by creating unique
play experiences that go beyond traditional play, offering true challenge,
excitement, and play spaces for everyone! Custom is standard at Berliner;
let us help you create your next playground.

Bison, Inc.
645 L Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(800) 247-7668
chris@bisoninc.com
www.bisoninc.com

Since 1985, athletic directors, coaches, facility administrators,
and equipment managers have relied on the good sports at
Bison to provide safe, durable, innovative, and on-time
products to fit their unique sports equipment needs.

Our sporting goods equipment is proudly manufactured in the USA.
Call or email us with your equipment questions!

BLICK

art materials

BLICK Art Materials
695 US Hwy 150 E
Galesburg, IL 61401
(800) 828-4548
Orders@DickBlick.com
DickBlick.com

Your Source for Creative Fun!

* Affordable pricing

e Vast selection of kids’ art supplies
 Convenient class packs

 FREE lesson plans for all grade levels
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FlexGround

PolySplash: Vibrant, softer, and durable surfacing for aquatic playgrounds nationwide.
https://www.flexground.com

See ad p. 61

Doty & Sons Concrete Products, Inc.
Great selection of outdoor game products,
including concrete cornhole boards,
Ping-Pong tables (four styles available),
Ladder Toss, Foosball tables, Disc-Connect
(Connect 4) game, and game tables.
www.outdoorconcretegames.com

See ad p. 55
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A WATTS Brand
Bradley

W. 142 N. 9101 Fountain Blvd.

Menomonee Falls, WI 53217
(800) 272-3539
abby.heppe@bradleycorp.com
www.bradleycorp.com

For over 100 years, Bradley has offered the most complete
collection of commercial washroom products for the
recreational market. From handwashing fixtures and showers,
to solid plastic and phenolic locker storage systems and an
array of durable restroom accessories, Bradley can meet all
your commercial washroom needs.

when only perfection will do

Broyhill Equipment LLC
P.0.Box 475
Dakota City, NE 68731
(800)228-1003
craig@broyhill.com
www.broyhill.com

The Broyhill Load and Pack 74DLX is a solid
waste-handling vehicle designed for parks,
beaches, and trails. It features a hydraulic
grip that lifts containers from 26 to 90 gallons,
handling up to 500 pounds, and can empty
over 400 trash containers daily with a single
operator.

PLAY THAT MOVES YOU.

BCI Burke Playgrounds
P.0.Box 549
Fond du Lac, W1 54937
(920)921-9220
info@bciburke.com
www.bciburke.com

At BCI Burke, we design and
manufacture innovative, fun,
and engaging play, playgrounds,
recreation, outdoor fitness, and !
classrooms that help everyone *' e
find the best of themselves through
play and movement.

Founded in 1920 in Fond du Lac, Wis.,
our passion, mission and business is
to bring Play That Moves You® to
the communities we serve.

Join Our Movement and see how
play can move you!
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Bike Parks, Pump Tracks, & Skateparks
We can design & build your bicycle playground
for all ages and skill levels.
https://www.pumptraxusa.com

See ad p. 91

PlayMax Surfacing

“Back to School” starts with a new 8,200-s.f. MaxPour® system
by PlayMax at Star View Elementary, Midway City, Calif.
http://www.playmaxsurfacing.com

See ad p. 87
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Ca.dron Creek
XPL

Cadron Creek Play
192 Commerce Rd.
Conway, AR 72032

(888)403-7867
sales@cadroncreekplay.com
www.cadroncreekplay.com

For over 20 years, Cadron Creek Play has manufactured
American-made playground water pumps kids love.
Simulating traditional hand pumps, they hook right up to
a city water line or cistern—no well needed!

Our pumps bring A Natural State of Play™ to any project!

WANT TO PUT ON A GREAT SHOW AT YOUR CAMP?

Try our authorized musical theater program that promotes character,
confidence, and the life-skills kids need to be great performers—
on and off the stage.

Learn more about our all-inclusive package at CampBwayMyWay.com.

Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International.
I S

=

LN

ClearSpan™

ClearSpan Structures
1395 John Fitch Blvd.
South Windsor, CT 06074
(866) 643-1010
trussinquiry@clearspan.com
www.ClearSpan.com

ClearSpan Structures designs,
manufactures and installs the
industry’s finest fabric and metal
building solutions. With over
40 years of experience, we can help
with any recreation or athletics
structural need.
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Public Restroom Company
Public Restroom Company builds
durable, customizable prefab
restrooms; engineered for long-term
performance, low maintenance,

and lasting architectural appeal.
www.publicrestroomcompany.com
See ad p. 89

Experiential Systems, Inc.
Adventure Playground.
www.experientialsystems.com
See ad p. 61
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CIGRAN
Everything Recreation.
One Platform.

From online registration and facility reservations to memberships, camps,
sports, payments, and communications—Cogran helps recreation professionals
spend less time managing software and more time serving their communities.

= 8 M @ a

Reporting

See Cogran
in Action!
Schedule Your

Personalized Demo
Scan the QR code
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PICTURES

Criterion Pictures
1050 Oak Creek Drive
Lombard, IL60148
(800) 890-9494
sales@criterionpicusa.com
https://www.criterionpicusa.com

Criterion Pictures provides movie licensing and can help you
plan your Outdoor Movie Events, on a giant screen. Client & employee
appreciation, family nights, business and product awareness, sponsorships,
fundraising, and entertainment for: clubs, organizations, conventions,
restaurants, businesses, hotels, camps, transportation companies, etc.
Showing movies OUTDOORS is increasingly popular, and affordable!

ws TnM Bridges and Boardwalks for Wetlands and Remote Areas
Low Impact, Low Cost and Quick Turnaround
BRIBGES & B‘MRBWM'KS ~ 80+ Minnesota projects since 1999

ey

www.custombridgesandboardwalks.com - 608-676-2282 - contact@custommfginc.com
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Bears Playground

We offer one-of-a-kind, bold, strong,
built-to-last, natural playground structures
for public use as well as independent
events and outdoor classroom hardscape
www.BearsPlaygrounds.com

See ad p. 41
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Stageline Mobile Stage Inc.
Stageline’s SL100 at Le Festif.
https://stageline.com

See ad p. 97

Water Tech Precision® V10 Cordless,
Hose-less Pool & Spa Cleaner
Cordless, hose-less, compact, and rechargeable
battery-operated professional cleaning. 2-hour run
time. Floor cleaning and adapter for shallow water.
https://watertechcorp.com

See ad p. 101
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Percussion Play
Nature-inspired outdoor
instruments that bring music
to open spaces.
www.percussionplay.com
See ad p. 83

Land Pride

Labor-saving, tractor-mounted,
grounds maintenance
implements to tackle your chores
and to fit your lifestyle.
www.landpride.com
See ad p. 71
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Better Parks.
Happier Dogs.
Stronger Communities.

P

N
o
Dog Park Advisors is a vendor-neutral consulting firm 4; N
: N/ '
helping Parks & Recreation professionals create dog parks ‘(‘.’ I'”
that are safe, sustainable, and built to last. DOG pAR K
WHY WORK WITH US? e o OUR SERVICES
| S’ FEASIBILITY REVIEWS FULL UPGRADE PLANS
i i | [/ Evaluate your site, budget & goals Detaded plans, amenity recommendations,
WI ‘ :‘:"‘;I' ol % W:"m’:m‘“ S Bebiaci whit's ks, phasing, and vendor ecordination SuUppor.
recommendations L

solutions | CONCEPT DESIGN PACKAGES
I Custom layout options and visuals
to bring your vision to life.

LET'S BUILD A BETTER P
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FOR PEOPLE & THEIR DOGS

PROUDLY SUPPORTING PARKS & RECREATION PROFESSIONALS NATIONWIDE

Y P96 WAsH

CEEED USA oY

Dog Wash Systems USA
8642 US Hwy 20
Garden Prairie, IL61038
(800) 537-8231
info@dogwashsystems.com
www.dogwashsystems.com

Dog Wash Systems, USA manufactured by CCSI International, Inc. has been
the leading manufacturer of pet washes since 2009. Dog Wash Systems, USA
has expanded its reach into a wide variety of industries including parks and

recreation.
Your dog park experts! As the first company in the U.S. to
specialize in dog parks, we offer over 50 different agility
DOG ONIT components along with a wide range of furnishings,
PARKS including pet fountains, benches & tables, fire hydrants and more.

Contact us to help turn your dog park into a destination.

Dog-ON-It-Parks
2211 37th St.
Everett, WA 98201
(877) 348-3647
sales@dogonitparks.com
www.dog-on-it-parks.com
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National Recreation Systems

Custom 115' mitered bleachers with 285 powder-coated, blue seats,
ADA spaces, and sleek vertical picket guardrails.
www.bleachers.net

See ad p. 81

Robertson Recreational Surfaces
Southern Gateway Park—Enhance
every play space with vibrant,
custom-designed safety surfacing!
https://www.robertsonsurfaces.com
See ad p. 91
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The Smaft Schution to Dog Polkution.

DOGIPOT
5340 Young Pine Road, Suite 8
Orlando, FL 32829
(800) 364-7681
info@dogipot.com
https://dogipot.com

DOGIPOT has the products to help keep parks
and recreation areas free from harmful dog
waste. DOGIPOT supplies the most economical
and effective dog waste-management system to
encourage pet owners, not maintenance staft, to
eliminate dog pollution.

Sd317ddNS IAILVAONNI

Doty & Sons

Concrete Products

Doty & Sons Concrete Products, Inc.

1275 E. State St.
Sycamore, IL60178
(800) 233-3907
info@dotyconcrete.com
www.dotyconcrete.com
www.outdoorconcretegames.com

We offer a great selection of outdoor game
products for parks and recreation areas. Products
include concrete cornhole boards, Ping-Pong
tables (four styles available), Ladder Toss,
Foosball table, Disc-Connect (Connect 4) game,
and game tables. We also make concrete
furnishings: waste and recycling receptacles,
benches, tables, planters, bollards, and custom
concrete products.

Durable

'V' FOR THE SERIOUS GARDENER
Durable GreenBed
P.0.Box 1311
Philomath, OR 97370
(541) 368-7935
contact@durablegreenbed.com
https://durablegreenbed.com

» GreenBed”

High-quality, raised garden beds built to
last. Durable GreenBeds create abundant
gardens and fantastic yields thanks to
improved aeration, moisture control,
drainability, and pest resistance. We
manufacture our garden beds in the USA
with a non-toxic, woodcrete-composite
formula, which produces better results
than wood, metal, or plastic alternatives.
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Modular Pumptrack USA

Expanding possibilities with our new steel construction line.
www.modularpumptrackusa.com

Seeadp.75

Harris Miniature Golf Courses, Inc.

Beautifully landscaped miniature golf courses provide curb appeal
and excitement for customers.

https://www.harrisminigolf.com

See ad p. 67
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m Easi-Set precast concrete buildings and restrooms provide durability, flexibility,
convenience, cost-effectiveness, and long-lasting security. Our pre-engineered
: AN buildings install quickly and are available with a variety of styles complete with
interior and exterior outfitting options such as: HVAC, lighting, plumbing, and
Easi-Set Buildings electricity. They have everything necessary for your park facilities.
5119 Catlett Road
Midland, VA 22728

(540) 439-8911
info@easiset.com
www.precastbuildings.com
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A nationwide network delivering complete
recreational surfacing solutions.

From concept to completion, we build spaces that bring
people of all ages and abilities together. Whether it's a
playground or fitness trail, a walking path or community
gathering space, our recreational surfaces inspire play,
encourage movement, and deliver lasting safety and
beauty in diverse outdoor areas.

OUR NETWORK OF PROFESSIONAL MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS, AND INSTALLERS:

s" .
€ Spectralurf ‘/‘j @ P Gurtacing
SURFACEAMERICA Weews DuraPlay e

nnnnnnnnnnnn

ECORE Scan to learn more [=l; E‘-

Surface America® SpectraTurf, DuraPlay™ and Pro-Techs Surfacing are E
subsidiaries of ECORE International.

Unpack * Play * Profit

iELITE

LASER TAG EQUIPMENT

SCAN TO START

YOUR FREE QUOTE
« MADE AND BACKED IN THE USA « 5-YEAR WARRANTY

« NO INTERNET NEEDED + VETERAN OWNED
Elite Laser Tag Equipment is trusted by more than 1500 programs worldwide.
We stand ready to deliver product that lets you deliver excellent game play,
and most importantly, to deliver smiles.

(910) 263-2265 Owners (910) 850-8017 Sales / Support elasertag.com
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Romtegc, Inc.

Fox Lake Park, Brevard County, Fla.

https://romtec.com
Seead p. 93
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Landscape Structures, Inc.

Discover the future of three-dimensional,
dynamic play with the new play events for
PlayBooster®,
https://www.playlsi.com/new-perspective/
Seeadp.73
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CLIMBING

Make Your Park a Destination.

EP Climbing designs inclusive outdoor climbing
systems for parks and camps that engage all ages;
without the need for heavy staffing or specialized

equipment.

With 10,000+ projects worldwide, we help
communities build lasting places for adventure and
connection.
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info@epclimbing.com

R NEXT GUES DVENTURE STARTS HERE... 20
Your Venue. Your Vision. Endless Experiences. Powered by WPIC

ROOFTOP CINEMA
DIVE-IN MOVIES A
CONCERTS ON THY
LIVE SPORTS O
FESTIVALS IN AN AMI
HISTORY DOCS AT TH
OR GAMING EVENTS |®

— ERC Wiping Products, A CCP Direct Company, is a wholesale supplier of
I cotton athletic towels, gym wipes, wiping rags, microfiber towels, disposable
| gloves, air care, and more. We have been supplying wiping products to
ERC WIPING PRODUCTS thousands of businesses for over 100 years. If you wipe with it, we stock it.
ERC Wiping Products .
800-225-9473 g T -k

info@ercwipe.com
www.ercwipe.com
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Total Finance
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MyRec.com Recreation Software
An independently owned, web-based
software designed to simplify recreation
management for your staff and created
for ease of use by your community.

Our expert support team, composed of
seasoned park & recreation professionals,
is dedicated to ensuring your success.
www.MyRec.com

Seead p. 79

DOGIPOT SMART Litter Pick Up Bags
The most effective, dependable,

and economical tool used to help

eliminate dog pollution.
https://dogipot.com

See ad p. 55


http://www.MyRec.com
https://dogipot.com

o
EXPERIENTIAL

SYSTEMS
'v

Experiential Systems, Inc.
P.0.Box 188
Lansing, IL 60438
(877) 206-8967
info@experientialsystems.com
www.experientialsystems.com

ESI is the first and only North American
ISO-9001-certified company providing
challenge course and climbing wall design,
installation, inspection, staff training and
equipment sales.
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FiberBuilt|

Umbrellas & Cushions —AK-—

FiberBuilt Umbrellas & Cushions
2201 W. Atlantic Blvd.
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

(954)484-9139 FiberBuilt’s umbrellas feature flexible
dawn@fiberbuiltumbrellas.com

fiberbuiltumbrellas.com

fiberglass ribs, marine grade canopies,
heavy duty hubs and aluminum poles
that come in six finish colors. With

7 %' in-table, 10' sq. cantilevers, 20'sq. =
center poles or cabanas, FiberBuilt has E_, s
the shade you need and the canopy x=
designs to make them special.

: LML
flex | U OETF] At FlexGround, we specialize in innovative
= ? Ll safety surfacing solutions for recreation spaces.
, G R O U N D . We offer poured-in-place rubber, aquatic

INNOVATIVE * QUALITY  SURFACING A surfaces, sports courts, synthetic turf, trails,

FlexGround and maintenance products—all designed to
2140 E. Cedar St. deliver maximum durability, safety, and
Tempe, AZ 85281 ‘ beauty for every project we take on.
(602) 954-0000 I I

info@flexground.com
www.flexground.com
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Stern-Williams

Keep your furry friends happy and hydrated with
Stern-Williams' Pet Fountains.
https://sternwilliams.com/product/pet-fountain-2/
See ad p. 97
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L Vision Fitness
Outfit your space with equipment built to last.
www.visionfitness.com

See ad p. 101
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Keystone Purchasing Network
Restroom installation is quick and easy
through Keystone Purchasing Network.

https://www.thekpn.org X
See ad p. 71 STEC Equipment, Inc.

The New GKB Deep Clean—

Beyond Surface-Level Maintenance.
https://stecequipment.com/turf-equipment
See ad p. 97
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Madrax

Madrax bike racks offer
durability, security, and style.
www.madrax.com

Seead p. 73

Bradley

Bradley’s new Phenolic Lockers provide durable, water-resistant
storage solutions with an array of customization options.
https://www.bradleycorp.com/phenoliclockers

See ad p. 45
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9 GREEN FLUSH
RES o) s

Green Flush Restrooms
1420 N. Columbia Ridge Way
Washougal, WA 98671
(360)718-7595
kyle@greenflushrestrooms.com
https://greenflushrestrooms.com

Green Flush restrooms can go anywhere and
provide users with the comforts of home.

Every restroom has normal flush toilets and
sinks. The restrooms can operate with or without
connections to sewer, water, or power, making
installations simple and sometimes saving
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
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Gyms for Dogs -
Natural Dog Park Products
3815 River Crossing Pkwy 100 g ROl - \ ) !
Indianapolis IN 46240 i — SN = o
(800) 931-1562 Fun Pro

sales@GymsForDogs.com
www.GymsForDogs.com

Hammer-Head
1250 Wallace Dr., Suite D
Delray Beach, FL 33444
(866)887-7983
info@hammerheadvac.com
www.hammerheadvac.com

Resort-21 and Resort-30 pool vacuums by Hammer-Head are ideal for quick
and easy cleaning. Remove pool debris with our rechargeable 12-volt system.
Sand, leaves, rocks, and coins are captured in the high-capacity debris bag.
Wholesale only.
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National Sports Products
Fulfilling your pickleball court
construction needs with posts, nets,
windscreens, and divider systems.
www.nhationalsportsproducts.com

See ad p. 81 Pilot Rock

Complete your outdoor space
with Pilot Rock® site products!
https://www.pilotrock.com
See ad p. 85
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HARMSCO®

Filtration Products

Harmsco Inc.
7169 49th Terrace N #1
Riviera Beach, FL 33407
(561) 848-9628
(800) 327-3248
sales@harmsco.com
Harmsco.com

Miniature Golf

Harris Miniature Golf Courses, Inc.
631 N. Keyser Ave.
Scranton, PA 18504

(570)618-8818
info@harrisminigolf.com
www.harrisminigolf.com

Harris Miniature Golf Courses is the
leader in miniature golf design and
construction. With over 60 years of
experience, we build minijature golf
courses that are designed to provide
exciting play for customers and high
profits for business owners.

FORCAMPDIRECTORS AND REGISTRARS

Parents Complete and =~ Encrypted [OF: o :
reminded reviewable end toend E yHealthForms.io

automatically. vaccinations. iiersdl Book a Demo
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)

Enhance guest experiences during

indoor or outdoor events with
aluminum bleacher stands.

www.belson.com
See ad p. 41

Belson Outdoors, Inc.
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£ )

Hydrel
One Lithonia Way
Conyers, GA 30012
(888) 834-5684
marketing@hydrel.com
Hydrel.com

Hydrel® is a premier brand of outdoor architectural, aquatics and landscape
lighting products which incorporate innovative sealing capabilities,
superior materials, and long-lasting finishes. Its luminaires can withstand
decades of use with minimal maintenance and unmatched structural integrity.
Committed to lighting performance for over six decades, Hydrel utilizes the
most advanced sources and optics to create a wide variety of lighting effects.
Combining today’s smaller, more efficient sources with precision optical
platforms, Hydrel achieves photometric performance seldom experienced in
outdoor lighting—a soft, uniform illumination that is noticeably superior.
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Architecture and
interior design for
growing communities.

JL

architects

America’s finest park equipment
since 1954; includes outdoor
benches, tables, grills, bleachers,
trash containers, planters,

Kay Park Recreation Corp. bike racks, and more.
1301 Pine St.
Janesville, IA 50647
(866)442-8161
sales@kaypark.com
www.kaypark.com
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Dog-ON-It-Parks

Free customization on all
dog agility components!
www.dog-on-it-parks.com
See ad p. 53

NORDOTZ® Airless Spray
Sprays evenly, covers large areas,
and ensures strong, durable bonds.
www.nhordot.com

See ad p. 81
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KEYSTONE

KP PURCHASING

NETWORK

Keystone Purchasing Network
90 Lawton Lane
Milton, PA 17847
(888) 490-3182
info@theKPN.org
www.thekpn.org

Purchasing Musco Lighting through the Keystone Purchasing Network,
a national cooperative purchasing program, is a game-changer.
A publicly bid and awarded contract can make your parks, fields,
and parking lots shine. Call or visit our website today to start
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your bid protected, complete turnkey lighting project. a

£ LaMotte

Company
LaMotte Company ) .
802 Washington Ave. MObII? WaterDink 0 Cenfedro |
Chestertown, MD 21620 Spin Touch® I NSF/ANSUCAN 50
(800) 344-3100 Code 3581 —
info@lamotte.com
www.lamotte.com

LaMotte

The innovative
Spin Touch® photometer
performs 10 pool and
spa water tests in
just 60 seconds.

Land Pride
P.0. Box 5060
Salina, KS 67401
(785)823-3276
Ip_info@landpride.com ¢
www.landpride.com il

Labor-saving, tractor-mounted,
grounds maintenance implements
to tackle your chores and
to fit your lifestyle.
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Phelps Honey Wagon
Phelps Honey Wagon is an
industrial waste and water

management system suitable
for various applications.
www.phelpshoneywagon.com
See ad p. 85

EP Climbing

Transforming parks, communities,
and camps with accessible climbing
walls and boulders.
www.epclimbing.com

See ad p. 59
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landscape
structures

Landscape Structures Inc.
601 7th Street South
Delano, MN 55328
(888)438-6574
info@playlsi.com
www.playlsi.com

Landscape Structures is the leader in commercial playground equipment
design and manufacturing. Since 1971, we have transformed the
landscape of play by bringing captivating play spaces to communities
and schools across the globe. Everyone at our employee-owned company
welcomes the responsibility of creating experiences that honor and
include every child’s unique abilities. We believe play is life-changing.
Because play, when designed for everyone, brings out the best in all of us.

A\ LEGACY

BUILDING SOLUTIONS

More Play. Less Waiting.

NEXT-GENERATION BUILDINGS

The Legacy Advantage

» Year-Round Facility » Fast-Track Construction

» Fully Customizable » In-House Engineering

» Concept to Installation » Energy Efficient

877.259.1528

LEGACYBUILDINGSOLUTIONS.COM

THOMAS
Digues

rnishings

MADRAX

Bicycle Security

Madrax/Thomas Steele
1080 Uniek Dr.
Waunakee, WI 53597
(608) 849-1080
cpivotto@madrax.com
www.madrax.com

Madrax Bike Racks and Thomas Steele Site
Furnishings by Graber Manufacturing, Inc.
provide high-quality bicycle parking like the
shadow rack
and stylish site |
furnishings :
like the Ashton
series. Witha &
commitment
to exceptional
craftsmanship
and customer service, we offer durable,
versatile site amenities for creating attractive
and cohesive outdoor spaces.

SEPTEMBER 2026 PRBPLUS.COM 73

<
pr
o
<
>
-
<
m
n
c
v
v
r
m
o
7]



mailto:info@playlsi.com
http://www.playlsi.com
mailto:cpivotto@madrax.com
http://www.madrax.com
https://www.legacybuildingsolutions.com/

IDEA BOOK FOR 2027 AND BEYOND

Premier Polysteel

Contoured, laser-cut, metal benches
are completely coated. Protected
from environmental elements and rust.
Commercial-grade.
www.premierpolysteel.com

See ad p. 89

Durable GreenBed
Community gardens provide fresh,
healthy food and educational
opportunities.
https://durablegreenbed.com
See ad p. 55
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For over 75 years, Milnor
Laundry Systems has been

a leading commercial and
industrial laundry machinery

Milnor Laundry Systems

P.0. Box 400 : )
manufacturer. Milnor’s
Ii%%rzsrélél-s 79%%3 washer-extractors range from

25-700 Ib. capacity and dryers
range from 30-750 b. capacity.
These models are available in a
variety of options, depending

“% on your needs.
L — .

milnorinfo@milnor.com
www.milnor.com
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MRDHLAN

Modular Pumptrack USA
915 Highland Pointe Drive
#250 Roseville, CA 95678

(916) 542-2744

Modular Pumptrack USA
delivers ready-to-ride modular
pump tracks for all age groups.
Our low-maintenance,
quick-install tracks & skill features create instant bike park experiences,
brian@modularpumptrackusa.com perfect for parks, schools, resorts, and events. Choose from
www.modularpumptrackusa.com a variety of layouts to fit your space, budget, and community needs.

PMONARCHE

COIN & SECURITY INC.

www.monarchcoin.com 1-800-462-9460
Family Owned & Operated Since 1903

Monarch Coin & Security Inc.
1512 Russell St., Bldg. A
Covington, KY 41011 Monarch Coin and Security
(800)462-9460 has been family-owned-
sales@monarchcoin.com
www.monarchcoin.com

and-operated since 1903.
We manufacture a coin/token-
operated meter for public
showers as well as lighting at
outdoor activity courts. We can
also provide a locking key ring
to secure your facility’s keys.

SEPTEMBER 2026 PRBPLUS.COM 75


mailto:milnorinfo@milnor.com
http://www.milnor.com
mailto:brian@modularpumptrackusa.com
http://www.modularpumptrackusa.com
mailto:sales@monarchcoin.com
http://www.monarchcoin.com

IDEA BOOK FOR 2027 AND BEYOND

Aqua-Cycle Water Trikes
Durable and long-lasting! 5 bright
colors that sell themselves.
www.AquaCycles.com

See ad p. 39

PERFORMAN

KILLS 99.9% OF BACTERIA IN JUST 15 SECO

which eauses COVIDS 0l B
el

WTI-Water Technology Inc.

WTI, an aquatic design and engineering firm,
creates experiences where communities thrive
and facilities succeed.

ERC Wiping Products www.wtiworld.com

Performance Wipes See ad p. 103

The smart way to clean and

disinfect gym equipment.

www.ercwipe.com/gym-wipes/

See ad p. 59
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-2 LANEGARD3

FOLDING TYPE Il BARRICADE

RecStaff

You're a rec professional.
So, why not use a staff
scheduler made for

your profession?
www.recstaff.com

See ad p. 91

PSS

LaneGard is a lightweight, foldable
barricade that is ready when you are.
www.PSS-Innovations.com

See ad p. 89
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Poo Free Parks

Dog Bags & Dispensers.
poofreeparks.com
See ad p. 87

Broyhill Equipment LLC
Broyhill's Load and Pack being
manufactured.
www.broyhill.com

See ad p. 45

b
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murdock

SINCE 1853

Murdock Manufacturing
15125 Proctor Ave.
Industry, CA 91746

(626) 937-2503
sales@ murdockmfg.com
www.murdockmfg.com

Murdock Manufacturing is a leading designer, manufacturer and
supplier of stainless-steel indoor and outdoor hand-washing stations,
drinking fountains, hydrants, bottle fillers, and more. A trusted name
in water-delivery systems since 1853.
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BUILT FOR REC PROS ALL INCLUSIVE UNRIVALED SUPPORT
By Rec Pros. No add ons. Real people in real time.

“' Independently Owned Since 2001

MyRec.com ® (802) 465-9732 | ©) INFO@MYREC.COM | ® WWW.MYREC.COM

Recreation Software

NATARE
i

Natare Pools

Natare Pools is a leading provider of
commercial pool systems, including
stainless-steel pools, gutters, filtration,

5905 West 74th St. moveable bulkheads, and Natatec®
|nd'(% %%%%?é!ggg%zm PVC pool lining. Whether renovating

an aging facility or building from
the ground up, our customized and
cost-effective solutions will help you
deliver high-performance aquatics
that last for decades.

natare@natare.com
https://natare.com
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Ecore International

Ecore's nationwide network of professional manufacturers, designers, and installers delivers
premium playground surfaces designed to inspire play, connection, and confidence.
https://www.ecoreintl.com/outdoor-surfacing

See ad p. 57

Hydrel

Hydrel is a premier brand of outdoor, aquatic, and landscape lighting luminaires.
Hydrel.com

See ad p. 69
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—NRS

National Recreation Systems
A [P|£YCORE company

National Recreation Systems
1300-A Airport North Office Park
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
(888) 568-9064
sales@bleachers.net
www.bleachers.net

We Are The Bleacher Experts!

{ National Recreation Systems has been the
leading manufacturer of spectator-seating
solutions for nearly 40 years. From custom
designs to fast-ship products to total
renovations, you can count on our expert
team to guide you through every stage of your
project. Contact us today to learn more!
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National Sports Products

National Sports Products
3441 S.11th Ave.
Eldridge, IA 52748 : =

(800)478-6497 ' ' o
sales@nationalsportsproducts.com Family-owned-and-operated for over 55 years, National Sports Products
www.nationalsportsproducts.com equips arenas, fields, and various sports facilities with top-of-the-line
products for baseball, tennis, pickleball, basketball, volleyball, and
soccer. We supply a wide range of products, including batting tunnels,
basketball systems, tennis and pickleball nets, volleyball systems,
windscreens, padding, and custom netting.

NORDOT® Adhesives
P.0. Box 241
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 NORDOT® Adhesives—the leading choice for sports,
(908) 233-6803 recreational, and aquatic surfaces.
glue@nordot.com
www.nordot.com v One-part, solvent-based: Easy use, no mixing

v High “green strength”: Secure grab, strong bonding
/ Ideal for all weather: No temperature restrictions
v Exceptional resistance: Withstands fresh and saltwater

Choose NORDOT® Adhesives for unmatched quality
and durability year-round.
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Berliner Seilfabrik—Villago Green
Villago Green merges transparent play
design with immersive nature exploration!
https://berliner-playequipment.com/us/
productgroup/villago/

Seeadp. 43

Kay Park
Picnic Tables
Kay Park Heavy-Duty
Picnic Tables come in a
variety of weather-resistant,
low-maintenance materials,
in various shapes, sizes, and ADA
configusations.
www.kaypark.com

See ad p. 69
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Our customers have
........... come to expect the highest
OU-I‘door standards of quality and
SHOWER durability in Outdoor
RS Shower Company’s
Outdoor Shower Co., LLC stainless steel outdoor
274 Cadillac Parkway, Suite 100 showers. With over
Dallas, GA 30157 25 years in business,
(866) 746-9371 we remain committed to

info@outdoorshowerco.com
www.outdoorshowerco.com

designing and distributing
resilient products built

to withstand even the
harshest weather
conditions for both
residential and
commercial applications.
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PARIS

Site Furnishings = Outdoor Fitness
L

Built for lasting durability

with a modern design.

Create comfortable outdoor spaces with

PARIS Site Furnishings & Outdoor Fitness.

Offering a complete line of site furnishings

to help enhance parks, schools, plazas,
and public gathering spaces.

Designing high-quality outdoor musical
instruments, we help transform parks,
playgrounds, and camps into engaging outdoor
soundscapes. Built for all ages and abilities,
our durable, weatherproof instruments
promote inclusive, multigenerational play,
creativity, and social connection—enhancing

public spaces with memorable musical
experlences that brlng people together

/% PercussionPlay

J

Percussion Play
501 Dunsbury Park, Brooklime Way
Havant, Hampshire PO9 4FF
United Kingdom
(866)882-9170
info@percussionplay.com
www.percussionplay.com
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Gyms For Dogs

Fresh Water Drinking Bone—
an attractive feature for parks,
backyards, or play areas.
www.GymsForDogs.com
See ad p. 65

ClearSpan Structures
ClearSpan manufactures fabric
and metal building solutions.
www.ClearSpan.com

See ad p. 47
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Phelps Honey Wagon provides
a less-expensive option for
waste and water handling than
in-ground sewers. Our wagon
is an industrial machine for the

Phelps Honey Wagon, Inc.

158 Whiskey Springs Road small campground, small in
Dillsburg, PA17019 size but powerful in working
(717)502-1090 capabilities.
info@phelpshoneywagon.com
www.phelpshoneywagon.com The honey wagon can be used for many purposes: pumping RV holding tanks

as well as pits, portable toilets, holding tanks and any other water-handling
needs you might have. The options are many! The industrial diaphragm pump
moves 50-60 gallons per minute so you get the job done fast!
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Making onsite sewage handling “So Sweet”

PO BOX 421, Park Ridge, IL 60068
PH:847-720-4590 FAX:847-720-4592
RN R, www.pick-a-paddle.com

Modelit JUNBPAC TABLE TENNIS PADDLES
Model# PPPREG

Breakage problems in your Paddle Activities and Badminton Racquets?

PICK - A - PADDLE, INC.

“Serving the Physical Education & Recreation Communities with durable, Made in USA, products since 1986"

Physical Education Badminton Racquet

ADULT PADDLES
Model¥ ADBPAC

PilOt n o CK Pilot Rock® - Built for the Outdoors Since 1959
For over 65 years, R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co. has been making durable,
PARK - STREET - CAMP SITE PRODUCTS

RJ) Thomas Mfg. Co.

American-made park, street, and campsite equipment in Cherokee, Iowa.
From benches and tables to grills and trash receptacles, our Pilot Rock®
products are designed for safety, comfort, and long-lasting performance—
no matter the weather or wear. You'll find us in parks, campgrounds,
schools, and businesses across the U.S. and around the world.
Tough. Reliable. Ready for the outdoors. That’s Pilot Rock®.

R.J.Thomas MFG. Co./Pilot Rock
P.0.Box 946
Cherokee, IA51012
(800) 762-5002
customerservice@rjthomas.com
www.pilotrock.com
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FiberBuilt Umbrellas & Cushions
For high-wind locations, FiberBuilt
manufactures double-vented canopies.
https://fiberbuiltumbrellas.com

See ad p. 61

Everything Recreation.

One Platform.

Cogran is the all-in-one recreation

management solution trusted by

parks and recreation departments,

community centers, camps,

and sports organizations. From

program registration and facility =

reservations to memberships, \WELCOME TO

POS, communication, and more—  FaL3 HOU-OWD
Cogran simplifies operations so CAMPGROUN

you can focus on your community. - 0

https://www.cogransystems.com

See ad p. 49
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PlayMax Surfacing, Inc.
1950 Compton Ave., #111
Corona, CA 92881
(951) 371-6504
cwolf@playmaxsurfacing.com

www.playmaxsurfacing.com PlayMax is America’s first choice for
playground surfacing. Safe and fun,

PlayMax has it all—MaxPour, PolyMax,

and SplashMax systems, SoundMax audio
towers and tiles, and our innovative PlayTurf.
PlayMax has a surface for every playground!
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POO FREE
oS poo Free

Poo Free Parks
(855)766-3733
henry@poofreeparks.com
poofreeparks.com

Dog Waste Products for Parks

* Biodegradable dog bags that fit any dispenser
* Trusted by 350+ organizations nationwide
* Fast, Free Shipping!

Porous
Pave..

0‘6‘1‘]‘0‘6‘6“‘0“‘6‘&

WALK THE

GREENER PATH

Permeable paving from recycled tires — durable, flexible,
and 100% water-permeable for the way nature intended.

porouspaveinc.com | Recycled - Permeable - ADA-Friendly
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Cadron Creek Play

Bringing a Natural State of Play™ to children's
play spaces all around the world!
www.cadroncreekplay.com

See ad p. 47

SINGLE MODULAR

Dog Wash Systems USA

A wide variety of self-serve pet
wash styles are available to
serve your recreation project. Let
Dog Wash Systems, USA partner
with you to help you do what you
do best—serve your community!
www.dogwashsystems.com
See ad p. 53

(800) 537-8231
www.DOGWASHSYSTEMS.com
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p PREMIER POLYSTEEL

Premier Polysteel
P.0.Box 77
Northwood, IA 50459
(877)746-3826
sales@premierpolysteel.com
www.premierpolysteel.com

Premier Polysteel manufactures
100-percent plastic-coated steel
picnic tables, benches, receptacles,
bike racks, planters and tree grates.
All products are built to last and
backed by an industry-leading
15-year warranty.
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FOLDING TYPE Il BARRICADE
ONCE ASSEMBLED, ALWAYS ASSEMBLED

QUICK AND EASY SET UP
CLOSING ROADS, TRAILS

AND PARKING LOTS IN ,
SECONDS NOT MINUTES! ', (Miposend]

% LANEGARD3: ’* j o _ e

LEARN MORE AT
PSS-INNOVATIONS.COM

At Public Restroom
Company, we can
add on space to any
restroom design.
With our modular
construction design

. | « T PUBLIC
fﬂ\ '” RESTROOM
(W11 company

Building Better Places To Go.™

Public Restroom Company

suszunmnlll

2587 Business Parkway h
Minden, NV 89423 approach, we can
(888) 888-2060 customize and

build something
multi-functional to fit your
parK’s specific needs. We strive
to build safer, easy-to-maintain,
vandal-resistant buildings

that are designed to last and
look good, too.

info@publicrestroomcompany.com
www.publicrestroomcompany.com
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Elite Laser Tag Equipment
Reliable, high-tech laser

tag equipment for mobile
businesses and fixed facilities.
https://elasertag.com

See ad p. 57

Green Flush Restrooms
Design services are available to
create a striking, comfortable
space tailored to your community.
https://greenflushrestrooms.com
See ad p. 65
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{ PumpTrax USA designs and constructs
'?, PUM P‘ﬁM ., affordable, safe, and enjoyable bicycle
¢ playgrounds, paved pump tracks,
P mountain bike trails, Strider tot tracks,
N flow trails, bicycle skills parks, BMX
PumpTrax USA W race tracks, and dirt jumps. We offer a
ggvze?avr:/gogau&%g - full design and build package, a turnkey
(614) 3’02_372 5 solution for your recreation needs.

jason@pumptraxusa.com
pumptraxusa.com
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(ll Pest This Skt Far Presup

Pt ol o e posd o sl s it

From clock in-out, scheduling, shift board,

communication to timesheets. RecStaff is an
all in one workforce management system
built for recreation.

877-732-7823
sales@recstaff.com

www.recstaff.com

We are the only official installers of TotTurf*—
America’s Favorite Playground Surface!
Robertson now installs nationwide to provide
compliant, resilient, safer surfacing for all

in communities across the USA!

_ Robertson
Recreational Surfaces.

Robertson Recreational Surfaces
2140 E. Cedar St.
Tempe, AZ 85281
(800) 858-0519
info@totturf.com
www.robertsonsurfaces.com
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American Ramp Company
Uintah All Wheels Park: A custom-
designed, 3-acre, all-wheels destination
featuring a Velosolutions asphalt pump
track, progressive jump lines, an asphalt
bicycle playground, a custom concrete
skatepark, and a Skatelite® Mini Ramp.
www.AmericanRampCompany.com
See ad p. 39

LaMotte Company
The LaMotte Company
Mobile WaterLink® —
SpinTouch® Code 3581. - Certified to | |
www.lamotte.com | NSF/ANSI/CAN 50 [ |

See adp. 71

Wuudiuk':..Sp.inTGuGh
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Romtec, Inc.
18240 N. Bank Rd.
Roseburg, OR, 97470
(541)496-3541
risales@romtec.com
https://romtec.com

Romtec designs, manufactures, supplies, and
constructs buildings and structures for all types
of applications. Our process begins by designing
a building for your site, then providing the
complete plan set. Romtec manufactures and
supplies the building to be constructed by the
contractor or by Romtec as a “turnkey” project.

Since 1925

Royce Rolls Ringer Company
16 Riverview Terrace NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

(800) 253-9638
info@roycerolls.net
www.roycerolls.net

Celebrating 101 years and four generations of
family ownership, Royce Rolls Ringer Company
is the premier manufacturer of durable, stainless-
steel bathroom fixtures & janitorial equipment.
Our American-made products, backed by a
10-year guarantee, include a wide range of vandal-
resistant toilet paper dispensers, waste receptacles,
mop bucket/wringer combos, housekeeping carts,
utility carts, and other essential restroom

fixtures designed for lasting performance

and attractive appearance.

= ()|

Years

IN THE USA

SEPCO -
Solar Electric Power Company
1521 SE Palm Court
Stuart, FL 34994
(772)220-6615
info@sepconet.com
https://www.sepco-solarlighting.com

Brighten Your Public Spaces with Solar Lighting: Illuminate pathways,
pavilions, parking lots, playgrounds, and more using eco-friendly solar
lighting systems. SEPCO has proudly manufactured commercial solar LED
lighting and off-grid power systems in the USA since 1994. Enhance safety,
reduce energy costs, and create a welcoming environment for visitors.
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BLICK Lesson Plans

Add creativity to any teaching
experience. Created for

all ages and skill levels.
www.dickblick.com/lesson-plans
Seeadp. 43

Monarch Coin-Operated Devices
Coin, token, or push-button meters for
showers, outdoor lighting, and more.
https://www.monarchcoin.com
Seeadp.75
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SMARTfit’

Brain Health Through Movement

SMARTfit Inc.
4820 McGrath Street, Suite 140
Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 383-0080
info@smartfitinc.com
https://smartfitinc.com

Introduce the engaging new concept of Brain Health through Movement to your
community, delivering faster transfer to real-life performance for all ages and abilities.
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Spect raTu rf Spectre'iTurf is an inngvative

n ecore company 1eader in manufacturing
and installing rubberized

SpectraTurf playground safety surfacing
555 South Promenade Ave., Suite 103 that can be enjoyed by
Corona, CA 92879 people of all ages and
(800) 875-5788 abilities. We understand
estimating@spectraturf.com our role in the playground
www.spectraturf.com and recreation surfacing industry: Advancing safe play and healthy recreation

by delivering a beautiful, durable, safe, and versatile surface for playgrounds,
splash pads, fitness trails, jogging or walking paths, or other indoor/outdoor
areas. Our on-staff and experienced contractors ensure your poured rubber,
rubber tile, synthetic turf, or rubber mulch surfacing is installed to your exact
specifications and design.

‘”ﬂ”! Sprint Aquatics has been a premier aquatics supplier for decades,

qu atics and we are proud to say that we have been in business since 1972!
From water aerobics and physical therapy to competitive water sports and
recreational activities, Sprint Aquatics offers all your aquatic product needs.

Doing our best for you since 1972!

Sprint Aquatics
P.0. Box 387
Oceano, CA93475
(800) 235-2156
peyton@sprintaquatics.com
www.sprintaquatics.com
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BisonInc.

Bison’s lifetime-warranty, Ultimate
outdoor basketball systems offer

6" poles, unique backboards, and
double-ring and breakaway goal options.
https://bisoninc.com/collections/
ultimate-playground-systems
Seeadp. 43

Murdock Manufacturing
Paired with Murdock Coolers,
SpringH20® Bottle Fillers deliver
endless refreshing water—
bottled or bottle-free!
www.murdockmfg.com
Seeadp.79
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Stageline Mobile Stage Inc.

827 L'Ange-Gardien Blvd. .

L'Assomption, QC J5W 173 Canada ' < b EA IRy e
(450) 589-1063 STAGING MADE SIMPLE
info@stageline.com Stageline mobile stages are the industry standard for both safety
https://stageline.com and efficiency. They boast quick setup, easy operation,

and long-lasting durability, empowering your team to concentrate
on crafting truly unforgettable events. Hundreds of municipal,
government, and military procurement specialists consistently choose
Stageline mobile stages. They recognize them as the highest quality and
safest outdoor staging equipment available for their community events.
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STEC

[EQUIPMENT

STEC Equipment, Inc.
405 McGee Road
Anderson, SC 29625
(888)325-2532
sales@stecequipment.com

https://stecequipment.com Discover innovative turf maintenance solutions
from STEC Equipment. Whether you're
maintaining natural or synthetic playing surfaces,
STEC has the equipment match for you. Our
specialized solutions will help keep your fields
healthy and increase their longevity!

Stern-Williams
manufactures durable
outdoor drinking
fountains in a variety
of recreational areas

n
WSTERN-WILLIAMS
“J

Stern-Williams

13920 Cypress Lane for pets and active
Grandview MO, 64030 people like you.
(800) 323-2359 We specialize in building

orders@sternwilliams.com
https://sternwilliams.com

high-quality custom
fountains with a
combination of features
including bottle fillers,
outdoor showers, foot
sprayers, pet fountains,
and more.
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crlterlon Criterion Pictures

PICTURES
e Your Source for Outdoor

Anuvu Movie Licensing!
https://www.criterionpicusa.com
See ad p. 49

N ol sl B

Stainless Steel 1-4 Roll Toilet Paper
Dispensers. American-Made,
Durable, and Vandal-Resistant.
www.roycerolls.net

See ad p. 93
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We have a
strap for that.

and straps, printed and sewn

Custom dye-sublimated webbing
in-house in Eugene, OR. i

WWW.STRAPWORKS.COM —
(541)741-0658 U
SUPPORT@STRAPWORKS.COM
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ZIP, CLIMB, SWAGGER

SHEI!III.
UNITE YOUTH THROUGH ADVENTURE

TRAILS

KIDS & TEENS AGE T+
D THRILLING

KIDTRAILS
ADVENTURES
AGES4-7
I MmeuTEx

F ROM

HYS'I'IC

JUST OFF 195

y ‘ay F W 1ol CONTA
FREE AL e o | oy 1A/, s TO RESERVE YOUR OUTDOOR

. 1 ; . - y : SCAN THE QR CODE FOR MORE INFO
AMPLE BUS [ |4 : \ - OR CALL MAY HAYDASH AT 570-534-7515

SUMMER
SPECIAL

$39 GROUP RATE

715 Noank Ledyard Rd. Mystic CT | 860-980-7271 | Treelrails.com

[ TreeTrailsAdventuresMystic  (G) TreeTrailsMystic

AMYSTIC»

BOOK A SUMMER HIGHI.II:I-IT ok
CAMPERS - YOUTH LEADERS - SPORTS TEAMS { TR 2 Book by 3/1/27 for special rate.

ultrasitel

A P|AYCORE company

UltraSite
1675 Locust St.
Red Bud, IL 62278
(800) 458-5872
info@ultra-site.com
www.ultra-site.com

UltraSite’s premium site furnishings and park amenities provide a wide variety
of attractive, durable, and low-maintenance product solutions that enhance
the recreation experience. From modern designs to traditional aesthetics,

we offer 18 curated collections. Contact us today to learn more!
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Aquatix® by Landscape Structures
Splash into the night with LED Jumping Jets!
aquatix.playlsi.com

Seead p. 41

Easi-Set Worldwide
Easi-Set precast concrete dugouts
offer a quick, cost-effective
upgrade for your ballfield.
https://easiset.com

See ad p. 57
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Vision Fitness brings unmatched value to
@ your facility with trusted strength
Vl S I o N and cardio equipment that’s intuitive,
FITNESS low-maintenance and durable.
Ideal for busy community fitness centers
Vision Fitness where performance, comfort and
1600 Landmark Drive reliability matter most.
Cottage Grove, W1 53527
(919) 885-2978 LF
sales@visionfitness.com -

www.visionfitness.com ! Lig"

i

Connect with us to explore
solutions built to last.
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invention people

V/VATER TECH"
i .

Water Tech
10 Alvin Court, #111
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
(800) 298-8800
CustomerCare@watertechcorp.com
https://watertechcorp.com

Proudly U.S.-based and headquartered in East Brunswick, New Jersey,
Water Tech has delivered innovative pool cleaning solutions for
more than 25 years. Water Tech designs and manufactures products
that make pool maintenance easier for pool owners and professionals.

walers edge

AQUATIC DESIGN
Agquatic Experts That Help You Make Waves

Waters Edge Aquatic Design
1153 Southwest Blvd., Ste. 202
Kansas City, KS 66103
(913)438-4338
info@wedesignpools.com

wedesignpools.com Since 2000, Waters Edge has specialized in the planning and design

of aquatic centers, water parks, community pools, natatoriums,
splash pads, and fountains. Our customizable services include:

* Planning and Study Services
* Concept Design and Construction Documents
* Construction Administration Services
* Post Occupancy Support
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American Swing Products—
Kevlar rubber swing seat
Engineered with safety in mind.
https://americanswing.com

See ad p. 39

Industrial Laundry Equipment
Sustainable and durable

laundry equipment designed

with savings in mind.
www.milnor.com

Seeadp. 75
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Architecture - Planning « Aquatics - Interiors

Designing spaces where communities connect, play, and thrive.
From aquatics and recreation to golf clubhouses and ice centers,
we design places that bring people together.
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Itasca, Illinois 60143

ARCHITECTS 630.2211212

illi -architects.
\\ WILLIAMS " one i lace, e 550

WTI - Water Technology Inc.
100 Park Ave.

Beaver Dam, W1 53916
920-887-7573
marketing@wtiworld.com
www.wtiworld.com

WTTI is an aquatic design and engineering
firm with more than 40 years of experience.
We believe aquatic environments are more
than structures, systems, and amenities—
they are places where people gather, connect,
and create lasting memories.

Manufacturer of commercial-grade
watersports and play products.

Zebe, Inc. -
P B fo1s70 ide mats ace s al s
(513) é29_ 5533 rope and netting, impact padding,
zebec@zebec.com lily pad walk floats and netting,
www.zebec.com inflatable barriers, life vests,
sidewinder tubes and bumper

boat tubes.
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PARKS + RECREATION ADVERTISERS

3 American Ramp Company
www.americanrampcompany.com
(417) 206-6816

7 Aquatic Adventures
International, Inc.
www.aquacycles.com
(800) 970-2688

25 Belson Outdoors, Inc.
www.belson.com
(800) 323-5664

31 Campspot
https://software.campspot.com/
features/

(616) 226-3135

15 Easi-Set Worldwide
www.easisetbuildings.com
(540) 439-8911

2 Ecore
https://ecoreathletic.com/applications/
play-surfaces

(717)869-4272

25 Gyms for Dogs -
Natural Dog Park Products
www.GymsForDogs.com
(800) 931-1562

21 Indiana University
www.iuedp.org
(812) 856-1068
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19 Kay Park Recreation
www.kaypark.com
(800) 553-2476

23 Land Pride
www.landpride.com
(785) 823-3276

106 Landscape Structures
www.playlsi.com/play-is-life-changing
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www.natare.com
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15 Playmax Surfacing, Inc.
www.playmaxsurfacing.com
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(888) 888-2060
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Pilot Rock Park Equipment
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(800) 231-5468
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(616) 229-0597

35 Prep4Camp
http://prep4camp.com
(603) 557-8111
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https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3779425&setID=435180&channelID=0&CID=1850606&banID=524723711&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=7a0fca371e138a05592e85420747a92fda62e1d1&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3855229&setID=435180&channelID=0&CID=1919215&banID=524884092&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=feafa1a0351ccc19f8bd66933fe3cb3fc83e3d22&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=1280497&setID=434973&channelID=0&CID=436926&banID=520002831&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=b48619a4fd76c0c0086ed47b934c30dbfc749dc0&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3748010&setID=435181&channelID=0&CID=1850620&banID=524723742&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=bda21ff3788ee23bafbf1bccb53850a5b50bd26c&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3747736&setID=435182&channelID=0&CID=1850451&banID=524723434&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=a83bb820633c47440f378c82a1337b32b7589fde&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3482864&setID=435180&channelID=0&CID=1686064&banID=524342355&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=d7f3e3ca3aa10427e65e2feabe700a980b763707&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3748000&setID=435180&channelID=0&CID=1850609&banID=524723715&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=aed13b866c690f2324c41dba5220e49e47c9dd86&location=
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Same Signs.

Different Stories.

From trailheads to playgrounds,
that little silhouette means one
thing: you belong here. At Public
Restroom Company, we build
more than restrooms; we build
the reason people stay, gather,
and come back. Every
community has stories worth
telling. Let us help you build the

place where it happens.

RESTROOMS | CONCESSIONS | STORAGE | SHOWERS | SPECIALTY BUILDINGS

www.publicrestroomcompany.com
(888) 888-2060

=

ikl

PUBLIC
RESTROOM
COMPANY

Building Better Places To Go.*™

T
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’I cAndetalIs Awarded Contract

Contract # 081721-PRM



https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3779439&setID=434973&channelID=0&CID=1872495&banID=524776304&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=9c706e0baa9ed4835bb92f24532188a86441f05d&location=
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©2025 Landscape Structures Inc. All rights reserved.

landscape
structures

Play

IS
life-
changing

-~ -
We transform the landsca
Our commitment is driven by
that play, when designed for €
brings out the best in'@

Because play, in its magical simplicity,
makes us who we are.

To learn more visit us at

playlsi.com/play-is-life-changing



https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=168017&plid=3693038&setID=434973&channelID=0&CID=1814559&banID=524643997&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=41e53c73d72c83e53fb677ca198a00cc37a0115c&location=



